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VINTAGE SPORTS CAR CLUB — SIR JACK BRABHAM 

Statement 
HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan) [10.01 pm]: I wish to share with the house a very special day 
that occurred in Caversham a few weeks ago. Roughly about six months ago, I met with the Vintage Sports Car 
Club of WA at the opening of the Hepburn Avenue extension through to Beechboro. I spoke to a few of the 
ladies and gents who arrived with their fantastic vintage cars to officially open the Hepburn extension and be the 
first to officially drive on it. I was brought up to speed—excuse the pun—on the issues close to their hearts, 
which included a new subdivision that had been opened opposite Whiteman Park on Lord Street.  

The community was consulted with and called upon to name the new locality. The Vintage Sports Car Club put 
forward its submission but unfortunately its application was unsuccessful. I went to the clubhouse, which is 
currently located within the Whiteman Edge development, to understand their concerns and to learn what, if 
anything, I could do to assist them. Within the new locality is the old Caversham race circuit, which dates back 
to 1946 when motor racing first commenced with the running of the Victory Grand Prix. This site has significant 
historical racing connections for many Western Australians. As a state, we are often too hasty to erase our 
history. To preserve the history of motor racing in Western Australia, I spoke with the Premier and the Minister 
for Lands, Hon Brendon Grylls, to seek their help. With the Premier’s keen interest in history and Brendon’s 
enthusiastic attention to vintage cars, it was not a difficult task to ask them to revisit the naming of the new 
locality. On Sunday, 1 May, the old Caversham D-circuit racetrack was alive with the rumblings of vintage cars 
and the clicking of cameras as Sir Jack and Lady Brabham honoured us with their presence for the naming of the 
new locality, which will be called Brabham. What better way is there to retain our history and preserve the 
heritage of this site for future generations than to establish a suburb named Brabham? Sir Jack Brabham is not 
only an Australian Formula 1 legend and Aussie hero, but also a world-famous champion. He was named 
Australian of the Year in 1966, was made an Officer of the Order of the British Empire in 1967 and knighted for 
his services to motorsport in 1979.  

This certainly was a memorable day. The exciting achievement was passionately championed by the Vintage 
Sports Car Club of WA. I fully supported the Vintage Sports Car Club’s quest, as all I had to do was ride its 
wave of enthusiasm created by these dedicated people and to play my role as a member of this government to 
ensure that their voices were heard and their request supported. Congratulations must go to the Vintage Sports 
Car Club for its tireless efforts in securing the recognition of this area, and a thankyou goes to Hon Brendon 
Grylls and members of the Geographic Names Committee, who have honourably recognised and acknowledged 
the history of this site. 

I believe it is vitally important for our future generations to understand, recognise and appreciate what came 
before them. My dad, Arthur Wallis, raced at this track from 1964 to 1965 in his very first 1955 Austin Healey, 
and many young aspiring drivers use this track as a launching pad for their careers. My dad celebrated his 
seventieth birthday a few weeks ago, and although his racing days are long gone, he and his friends—the old 
has-beens, as I call them—still drive their cars around Perth and across Australia every year on their annual 
Healey convention. Motor racing is certainly as popular today as it was back in Sir Jack’s grand prix–winning 
days. I cannot express enough how pleased I am with the successful outcome of naming this locality Brabham, 
as the history of the old Caversham race circuit will be retained, while also ensuring that Sir Jack Brabham will 
always be remembered. Now that we have secured the name Brabham as the Whiteman Edge development gets 
underway, I have taken the liberty to speak with the developers to see whether we can continue the racing theme 
throughout the development, with names of parks and roads dedicated to other famous drivers and vehicles. I am 
sure that a number of ideas will be put forward by the many car enthusiasts in our community. 

I will conclude by making special note of two very hardworking members of the Vintage Sports Car Club, Rob 
Ozanne and Ross Oxwell. I thank them for sharing their passion with me, and I assure them that I will continue 
to represent them on their next wish—that is, to obtain a lease of tenure over the racetrack circuit. 
 


